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Event Details:  

Title:  Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2023 

Event Date:  22/08/2023 

No. of participants: 450 students 

Venue: Incubation Centre  

 

Introduction: 

The Entrepreneurship Cell (E-Cell) of Nirma University successfully 

organized the Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2023 Local Round on 

August 22, 2023. This event marked a significant milestone in 

promoting innovation and fostering a spirit of entrepreneurship 

among students. The report further delves into the details of the 



 
 

event, highlighting its remarkable success, and providing insights 

into its impact. 

 

Participation and Teams: 

The SIH 2023 Local Round at Nirma University witnessed an 

overwhelming response, with over 450 enthusiastic participants 

forming more than 80 teams. This massive turnout showcased the 

immense interest and passion of the university's students for 

innovation and problem-solving. These teams collectively tackled 

over 40 unique problem statements, demonstrating their versatility 

and creativity. 

 

Pitching Sessions: 

The heart of the event lay in the rigorous pitching sessions that 

spanned an impressive nine hours. During this time, each team had 

the opportunity to present their solutions for the identified problem 

statements to the Judges. The marathon pitching sessions not only 

tested the endurance of the participants but also allowed them to 

refine their ideas and presentation skills. 

 

Problem Statements from Government and PSU's: 

One of the defining features of the SIH 2023 Local Round was the 

collaboration with the Government of India and various Public 

Sector Undertakings (PSUs). The problem statements provided by 

these entities were not just theoretical exercises; they represented 

real-world challenges that needed innovative solutions. This 

collaboration between academia and industry reinforced the event's 

practical relevance and encouraged students to work on problems of 

national importance. 



 
 

 

 

 

Panel of Three Industry Judges: 

A panel of Three esteemed industry judges was carefully selected to 

ensure a fair and objective evaluation. The judges played a pivotal 

role in assessing the solutions presented by the participating teams 

and brought a wealth of experience and expertise from various 

sectors, which added a valuable perspective to the evaluation 

process. The panel of Judges was also assisted by Dr. Mehul Nayak, 

head of the Entrepreneurship Cell at Nirma University, and Madam 

Rashmika Shah, coordinator of the Centre for Entrepreneurship at 

Nirma University. The panel included: 

 

1. Mr. Ashwin Vairu: A seasoned entrepreneur and technologist 

known for his contributions to the IT industry. 

    

2. Mr. Harsh Rajnikant Patel: An accomplished business leader with 

a track record of driving innovation and growth in diverse sectors. 

  

3. Mr. Ernandan Shukla: A visionary in the field of technology and an 

advocate for entrepreneurship and digital transformation. 

 

Impact: 

The SIH 2023 Local Round at Nirma University aimed to shortlisted 

teams for the regional round, but it achieved much more than that. It 

served as a platform for students to apply classroom knowledge to 

real-world problems, fostering a culture of innovation and 

entrepreneurship. 



 
 

The event also provided valuable lessons for future endeavors. It 

highlighted the importance of meticulous planning, efficient time 

management, and robust logistics to ensure the smooth execution of 

such large-scale events. Furthermore, it emphasized the need for 

continuous mentorship and support to help teams refine their ideas 

and presentations. 

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, the Smart India Hackathon 2023 Local Round at 

Nirma University was an unquestionable success. With over 450 

participants, 80+ teams, and a panel of industry judges, the event 

was a testament to the university's commitment to nurturing 

innovation and entrepreneurship. The innovative solutions the 

participating teams presented underscored young minds' potential 

to address complex challenges. 

 

The event's impact extended beyond the competition itself, leaving a 
lasting impression on both participants and organizers. It provided a 
valuable learning experience and showcased the power of 
collaboration, creativity, and determination in solving real-world 
problems. As the E-Cell of Nirma University, we look forward to 
building on this success and continuing to inspire and empower the 
next generation of innovators and entrepreneurs. The collaboration 
with the government and PSUs further enriched the experience, 
reinforcing the event's real-world relevance. 
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